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Mr. Douglas Bosco – Chairman
California Coastal Conservancy
1330 Broadway, 13th floor
Oakland, Ca.  94612

August 4, 2010

Dear Mr. Bosco and members of the Coastal Conservancy;

I am writing in support of the grant application by the City of Petaluma for funds to restore the historic
railroad trestle in downtown Petaluma, adjacent to the Petaluma River turning basin. As a leading
advocate for River access, appreciation and conservation Friends of the Petaluma River is aware of the
key role the trestle played in connecting people to the River in the past and looks forward to it
resuming that role in the future.

The Railroad trestle is a community asset that is most worthy of restoration, as it played a key role in
the commercial and cultural fabric of Petaluma for decades. Unfortunately, like many unused historic
assets it has fallen into disrepair. To lose it would be to lose an important piece of the River’s and the
region’s cultural heritage. Petaluma is where San Francisco Bay maritime traffic connected with North
Coast Railroad traffic to move raw materials, manufactured goods, and people throughout Northern
California before the arrival of bridges. This is an important story that we plan to tell in the River
Heritage Center (RHC) that Friends is creating in nearby Steamer Landing Park (map attached). In
fact, in partnership with Friends, the City of Petaluma has recently submitted a grant application to Ca.
State Parks to help fund that center.  Part of the RHC plan is to connect downtown Petaluma to the
proposed S. F. Bay Water Trail and existing S. F. Bay hiking trail by providing riverfront docks,
camping amenities, and nature education facilities just down the River from the turning basin.

The California Coastal Conservancy has already invested generously in the natural and cultural
resources of Petaluma by providing funding to help purchase property and build trails at our new Ellis
Creek Water Recycling Facility, Tolay Lake Regional Park, and the San Francisco Bay Trail; for
which we are most grateful. Funding to restore the railroad trestle in downtown Petaluma would help
to connect this wonderful “string of jewels” to the North Bay’s historic confluence of maritime and rail
commerce, adding to your legacy of providing valuable regional assets for future generations to enjoy.

Sincerely;

David Yearsley – Executive Director
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May 17, 2010 
 
Ms. Diane Ramirez 
City of Petaluma  
Department of Public Works 
11 English Street 
Petaluma, CA  94952 
 
Subject:  SF Bay Trail Support for City of Petaluma’s “Downtown Trestle 
Rehabilitation Project” 
 
Dear Ms. Ramirez: 
 
The Bay Trail Project is a nonprofit organization administered by the Association of Bay Area 
Governments (ABAG) that plans, promotes and advocates for the implementation of a 
continuous 500-mile bicycling and hiking path around San Francisco Bay, with connector 
trails into downtown areas, neighborhoods, and transit centers.  When complete, the trail 
will pass through 47 cities, all nine Bay Area counties, and cross seven toll bridges.  To date, 
slightly more than half the length of the Bay Trail alignment has been developed.   
 
The Bay Trail Project is pleased to support the City of Petaluma’s efforts to secure grant 
funding for the above-referenced project.  While the officially adopted Bay Trail connector in 
Petaluma runs from Port Sonoma Marina to Shollenberger Park and does not currently 
include the segment north into downtown, we have on file an official request from the City 
to adopt this section of trail.  Bay Trail Project staff enthusiastically supports this request and 
will be bringing the item before the Steering Committee this summer as part of a major 
realignment of the Bay Trail in Sonoma County.   
 
Connecting the spine of the Bay Trail at Port Sonoma Marina with the revitalized riverfront in 
downtown Petaluma will benefit ABAG’s Bay Trail Project and the City of Petaluma equally.  
We hope that the Coastal Conservancy is able to fund this important piece of infrastructure.  
If you have any questions regarding the current or future Bay Trail alignment in this area, 
please do not hesitate to contact me at (510) 464-7909 or by e-mail at 
maureeng@abag.ca.gov 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
Maureen Gaffney 
Bay Trail Planner 
 
Cc: Maxine Spellman, California Coastal Conservancy 
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